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Center for Defending Freedom of Journalists [CDFJ]

Center for Defending Freedom of Journalists [CDFJ] was established in 1998 as a civil society
organization that works on defending media freedom in Jordan; the center was established after a
series of major setbacks on a local level, starting with issuing the temporary press and publication
law in 1997, which added more restrictions on media and caused many newspapers to shut down.

CDFJ works on protecting freedoms and democracy in Jordan and the Arab world, in addition to
respect of human rights, justice, equal rights, and development in the society encouraging non-
violence and open dialogue.

CDFJ always maintain an independent role like any other civil society organizations, and is not part
of the political work, but in terms of defending media and journalists freedoms CDFJ stands against
all policies and legislations that may impose restrictions on media freedom.

CDFJ is active on regional level to develop media freedom and strengthen the skills and
professionalism of journalists in the Arab countries , through specialized and customized programs
and activities, in addition CDFJ works with media and the civil society on protecting the democracy
and promoting respect of human rights principles.

CDFJ Vision:

Creating a democratic environment in the Arab Countries that protects media freedom and
freedom of expression and enhances the society’s right in knowledge through building professional
Journalists committed to the international standards of independent and free media.

CDFJ Mission:

CDFJ is a non-government organization, committed to defending the freedom and security of
journalists through addressing the violations to which they are exposed, and building sustainable
professional capacities as well as enabling them to have free access to information, along with
developing and changing restrictive media related legislations, and building a supportive political,

social, and cultural environment for free and independent media.

CDFJ main Goals are:

Supporting the freedom and independence of media organizations and journalists.

Defending journalists, protecting their safety, and stand against the violations committed against
them.

Strengthening the professionalism of media and its role in defending democracy, freedoms and
reform.

Developing the legislative, political, social, and cultural environments that embrace media and
journalists.
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