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Human rights in university curricula...an absent culture
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Ghadir Saadi

Students and legal experts
agree that students at Jordanian
universities lack sufficient
knowledge in light of the absence
of specialized study plans in the
area of human rights that would
enable them to aware of the
international legal culture.

Lawyer Nour Imam, member
of the Arab Human Rights

Organization, said that the
community lacks knowledge
related to human  rights

principles, especially in schools
and universities, noting that the
curricula do not include details
of human rights laws and their
significance in spreading justice
and equality.

She called for raising more
awareness on such issues through
various tools according to the
targeted segments with a special
focus on the need for students to
accept others’ opinions and resort
to dialogue.

Lawyer Raghib Shriem from
the Young Jordanians Human
Rights Defenders Network, said
students in the Kingdom are

“ignorant” of laws and have now
clue whatsoever about the legal
framework governing their rights
and duties, and thus are afraid to
involve in activism.

“As for law students, they are
not that concerned with human
rights principles and do not set
an example for other students,” he
said, calling for having study plans
that include compulsory courses
specialized in human rights.

On the other hand, lawyer
Ahmad Abu Zant from the Jordan
Legal Expert Network, said law
students in Jordanian universities
study the Constitution, which
provisions are influenced by the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and other international
conventions, adding that there
are many courses concerned
with international laws, but are
selective, and thus, remain a
choice.

Journalism student Mary Abu
Jadallah noted that she needs
more studying materials on
human rights principles in order
to increase her awareness on the
issue.

“Engaging in the area of
human rights requires genuine
awareness of related laws

and international agreements,
whether Jordan has ratified or not,
and being acquainted with the
comprehensive periodical review
of the situation of human rights in
the Kingdom and compare reports
issued by the National Centre for
Human Rights and civil society
organizations,” she added.

Meanwhile, Yara Njadat, a
student at Yarmouk University,
noted that the courses offered
in Jordan are ‘“very weak” in
terms of focusing on human
rights principals and do not meet
the minimum requirements of
the necessary material for legal
knowledge, which she noted is
considered a gap for law students.

Mutah  University student
Musab Qatawneh agreed,
stressing that courses related to
human rights in the BA level are
almost “nonexistent”, except for
a compulsory subject and other
selective ones for MA students.

However, Ghassan Jundi, law
professor at the University of
Jordan (U)J), said that law students
at the UJ have enough knowledge
of human rights principals at the
BA level, indicating that there are
a high turnover on human rights
courses.

Jordan accepts 126 int’l recommendations on human rights

It accepted ‘loose’ recommendations, rejected or
suspended those holding clear content - observers
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Hiba Abu Taha

Jordan accepted 126 out of 173 recommendations
that were made by world countries at the UN Universal
Periodic Review of the Kingdom’s human rights
record for the past four years in Geneva in October.

As for the other recommendations, the Kingdom
refused 23 and is currently studying the remaining 13.

A UN Human Rights Council session will convene

in early 2014, during which Jordan will highlight its
position on the recommendations it pledged to study,
which are related to several aspects, mainly violence
against women and equality before the law.

Suspended recommendations also include
denouncing all forms of torture and ill-treatment, so
as not to remain unpunished, halting military trials for
civilians and adopting specific measures to ensure the
full implementation of the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment.

Recommendations also stipulate removing the
extenuating circumstances in the so-called honor

crimes and revisiting the latest amendments to the
Penal Code and Press and Publication Law to improve
press freedoms and ensure the independence of the
media.

The also includes calls to adopting new regulations
guarantee the rights of refugees and asylum seekers.

Meanwhile, Regional Director of Geneva Institute
for Human Rights in the Middle East Kamal Meshreqi
said the suspended recommendations would increase
the number of those rejected by the government
through reviewing the report, stressing the importance
of accepting all recommendations in showing the
government’s commitment to seize the opportunity of
the review to improve the human rights situation.

On the other hand, Director of Al Balad Radio’s
human rights department Mohammad Shama said
that there are no official justifications for suspending
some of the recommendations, noting this is only
was only done in the form of “procrastination” and

“buying time”.

“Accepting suspended recommendations in the
near future would positively affect Jordan...,” he
highlighted.

Member of Jordanian Communist Party Malek Abu
Alia said Jordan has suspended some recommendations
and rejected others for ‘“very obvious” reasons related
to the fact that these suggestions hold an obligation to
ratify specific protocols.

“I have reservations of Canada’s proposal to
Jordan to remove restrictions on foreign funding, a
thing which is totally rejected,” he highlighted.
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Textual approach for individuals’ rights
The universal declaration
of rights in Jordanian constitution
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Walid Hosni

Legislators were always committed to ensure that
the Constitution remains in line with international
conventions related to human rights, particularly the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Observers and researchers will find that the
Jordanian Constitution has recognized the vast majority
of the declaration’s articles, making it one of the best
constitutions in the Arab world in terms of ensuring the
rights of citizens.

However, the most prominent problem remains in
the application of Constitution, which is limited to laws
and regulations put by the successive governments and
Lower Houses.

Some of these laws hold direct or indirect violations
to the Constitution, and thus the rights stipulated in the
universal declaration.

1- Equality before the law:

Article 6/lof the Constitution stipulates that

“Jordanians shall be equal before the law and there
shall be no discrimination between them as regards to
their rights and duties on grounds of race, language or
religion”.

This article was outlined in the universal declaration
under article 7, which says that “all are equal before the
law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal
protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protection
against any discrimination in violation of this Declaration
and against any incitement to such discrimination”.

2- Right to citizenship:

Article 5 of the Constitution reads that ‘“Jordanian
nationality shall be defined by law”, which is also
stipulated in the declaration under article 6 “everyone
has the right to recognition everywhere as a person
before the law”.

3- Combating torture:

Article 8/2 of the Constitution entails that ‘“no
person may be seized, detained, imprisoned or the
freedom thereof restricted except in accordance with the
provisions of the law”.

In addition, it stresses that those who are detained

“should be treated in a manner that preserves human
dignity; may not be tortured, in any manner, bodily
or morally harmed; and may not be detained in other
than the places permitted by laws ; and every statement
uttered by any person under any torture, harm or threat
shall not be regarded”.

In the universal declaration, it outlines in Article
5 that “no one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

4 — Public freedoms:

Article 2 of the universal declaration stipulated
that “everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms
set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any

kind...”, and in Article 4 stresses that ‘“no one shall be
held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade
shall be prohibited in all their forms”.

Meanwhile, Article 7 of the Constitution reads that
‘“personal freedom shall be guaranteed” and that “‘every
infringement on rights and public freedoms or the
inviolability of the private life of Jordanians is a crime
punishable by law”.

5 — Arrest and imprisonment:

Article 8/1 of the Constitution stipulates that ‘“no
person may be seized, detained, imprisoned or the

freedom thereof restricted except in accordance with
the provisions of the law”.

6 — Innocent until proven otherwise:

In its Article 1/11, the universal declaration reads
that “no property of any person shall be expropriated
except for public utility and in consideration of a

just compensation as shall be prescribed by law”.

7 — Privacy:

Article 10 of the Constitution entails that “dwelling
houses shall be inviolable and may not be entered

except in the circumstances prescribed by law and in
the manner provided for therein”.

Article 18 of the Constitution also says that “all postal
and telegraphic correspondence, telephonic

communications, and the other communications
means shall be regarded as secret and shall not be

subject to censorship, viewing, suspension or
confiscation except by a judicial order in accordance
with the provisions of the law”.
On the other hand, Article 12 of the universal
declaration underlines that “no one shall be subjected

beings and equip them with good morals and this
is evident in both Koran and Sunna, which include
endless texts that call for protecting others’ dignity
without discrimination relate to gender, color or
religion.

Islam also specify a number of human rights
principles found in international conventions today,
such as freedom of mobility, living decently, right
of life, education, access to food and health services,
protection, litigation and women rights among
others.

International human rights conventions compatible with Islamic texts

The relationship between the Islamic law and
international conventions takes a controversial
dimension when it comes to application, although
both compatible and coherent in principle.

Practices of Muslim states have negatively
affected others’ outlook on Islam, especially in
light in of the absence of an Islamic discourse that
defends Islam and highlight its true principles that
are all in line with all international agreements as
well as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

In fact, Islam has come to liberate the human

to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home
or correspondence, or to attacks upon his honor and
reputation. Everyone has the right to the protection of
the law against such interference or attacks”.

8 — Freedom of mobility and place of residence:

Article 13 of the declaration outlines that “everyone
has the right to freedom of movement and residence
within the borders of each state,” and that everyone have
the right to leave any country, including his own, and to
return to his country”.

Article 9 of the Constitution says that no Jordanian
may be deported from the territory of the Kingdom”,
while “no Jordanian may be prohibited from residing at
any place; be prevented from movement; or be compelled
to reside in a specified place, except in the circumstances
prescribed by law”.

9 — Political asylum:

Article 14 of the universal declaration ‘gives
everyone the right to seek and enjoy other countries
asylum from prosecution”, while it notes that this right
may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely
arising from non-political crimes or from acts contrary
to the purposes and principles of the UN.

Article 21/1 of the Constitution entails that “political
refugees shall not be extradited on account of their
political principles or their defense of freedom”.

Article 21/2 reads that “international agreements and

laws shall regulate the extradition of ordinary
criminals”.

10 — Family protection rights:

Article 6/4 of the Jordanian Constitution underlines
that “the family is the basis of society the core of which
shall be religion, morals and patriotism; the law shall
preserve its legitimate entity and strengthen its ties and
values”.

Article 16/1 in the declaration underlines that “men
and women of full age, without any limitation due to race,
nationality or religion, have the right to marry and to
found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to
marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution”.

It also stipulated that “marriage shall be entered into
only with the free and full consent of the intending spouses
and that the family is the natural and fundamental group
unit of society and is entitled to protection by society and
the state”.

The Constitution and the universal declaration also
share the same principles for freedom of opinion, right
to perform religious practices, establish associations,
political parties and unions , assume state jobs,
parliamentary representation and elections.
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The Centre for
Defending the Freedom
of Journalists marks
its 15th anniversary
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Lebanese prominent
singer Umayma Khalil took
part in a ceremony marking
the 15 anniversary of the
establishment of the Centre
for Defending the Freedom of
Journalists (CDFJ), presenting
some of her famous songs.

Held wunder the theme
“Passengers of Peace”, several
artists and talented youth
participated in the ceremony ,
including the Palestinian band
“Torab”.

The two- day celebration
featured two movies depicting
media censorship throughout
the years, such as depriving a
citizen from his right to access
for information.

In addiction, activities
included comedian sketches
that also focused on media
control.

CDFJ President Nidal
Mansour highlighted
the centre’s vision and
accomplishments, citing
restrictions imposed on press
freedoms, which have resulted
in the halt of tens of weeklies.

He referred to measures
taken by the facility to
support media personnel
through initiating the first
legal unit for Arab journalists,
in addition to investing in
continuous training to build
the capabilities of workers in
the field.

Mansour said the centre
has been publishing annual
reports for the past 12 years,
focusing on the situation of
press freedoms in the Kingdom.

“The centre has made
strides that enabled it to have
a special location on the Arab
and international mab...,”” he
said.
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Hussein centre staff ttack on a musician
and her band because of a ‘joke’

The last days of 2013 witnessed an
unprecedented incident in the Kingdom’s
arts and cultural life that stirred outrage
and promoted media outlets to focus on.

Musician Ghiya Rsheidat and her
band were attacked earlier this week while
performing at the Hussein Cultural Centre
due to what the center’s staff deemed as an

“insult” and ‘humiliation” against them.

On the details, an eyewitness said the
staff attacked Rsheidat along with Tareq
Jundi, Nasser Salameh and Alaa Takrori
after Jundi said jokingly : ¢’I want to speak,
but I feel so cold in here. It seems that the
prices of diesel have also been raised on the
government”’,

Other eyewitnesses deemed the incident
as “uncivilized”, rejecting such practices
committed by the centre’s employees against
artists and intellectuals and stressing their
rights to perform at theatres, even if free of
charge, without being insulted.

In remarks to the Passengers of
Freedoms Network, Rsheidat, one of the
founders of the network, noted that she felt

“very disappointed after what happened”,
noting that she wanted the year to end with
happiness through music.

“The whole thing was so shameful. I

was pushed along with artists Alaa Takrori,
Tareq Jundi’s wife, by the threatre staff
and if it was not to my husband, the
situation could have been much worse,” she
highlighted.

Rsheidat added that they were “treated
in a very bad, improper and disrespectful
way”’.

“We will boycott the centre and not
hold or attend any other activity in it,” she
underlined, adding that one of the staff
filed a complaint at the police against her
claiming that she attacked him, while Jundi
was criminalized for foul-mouthing the
state’s figures and throwing the flag.

“Centre president, Abdul Hadi Raji
Majali, has told me many times that he
would have cancelled the concert it was
to him and tried to disrupt the event’s
arrangements many times,” Rsheidat said.

She also noted that Ro’ya and Hura
television channels were not allowed to film
the concert due to their stances towards the
official Jordanian TV and its performance
during the snowstorm that hit the country
recently.

On the other hand, Jundi said he was
not referred to the State Security Court, but
to the prosecutor general, despite the fact

that some testimonies against him included
fabricated charges, such as throwing the
flag and insulting the state’s figures.

“We have chose reconciliation to
minimize the scandal that affected the
reputation of a cultural institution and its
staff and not due to what Majali claims in
that we have committed a mistake and then
realized it,” he indicated.

Moreover, Jundi said he was charged
of resisting the center’s staff, while no
employee from the centre was charged with
anything.

“And now I have to stand trial at the
Magistrates Court to pay a fine...I was
beaten and now have to pay for it!,” he
noted.

Meanwhile, Samara Samara, director
of the centre, told the network that Jundi
has assaulted that centre through his jokes,
which is unacceptable, especially with the
presene of media outlets.

“The band has not respected the
theatre’s protocols... they hit our colleague
Ehab Faisal with a chair on his nose, which
caused him a bleeding and Jundi claimed
that his wife was hit, while his wife was the
one to hit the guy,” he said.

Jordan accepts 15 recommendations related to expression, internet and media freedoms
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The government has agreed on 15
recommendations related to the freedoms of
expression, media and the Internet presented
by the Centre for Defending the Freedom of
Journalists during the UN Universal Periodic
Review of the Kingdom’s human rights record.

The CDFJ has presented 18 recommendations,

of which 15 were accepted and 3 rejected.

The proposals called for respecting media
freedoms and endorsing regulations that are in
line with international standards.

The government voiced reservations on a
recommendation to take measures to enhance
and support the freedom and independence of
the media, especially electronic media, and to
consider canceling a provision requiring websites
to register.

Jordan also voiced reservations over scrapping
recent amendments to the Penal Code, the

Information Systems Crimes Law and the Press
and Publications Law and removing financial
obstacles facing media outlets.

Some of the recommendations that the
government accepted include cancelling or
amending all articles in the Penal Code that
impose ‘“blatantly unfair” restrictions on freedom
of expression, as well as amending the Press and
Publications Law to ensure full protection for
freedom of expression and to reduce restrictions
imposed on publishing information on the
Internet.



