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Schools’ canteens lack healthy nutrition, just distribution of profits

A}
%r By Ahmad Abu Hammad

Students used to exit their
classrooms during the break time
to eat sandwiches in the 1990s.

This scene has disappeared
since the start of the new centuries,
which prompted the government
to provide students with vitamin
pills and then to biscuits, fruits
and juice.

The small daily meal has
diminished and so does the juice
until the government stopped
providing the entire meal, leaving
students prey to the canteens to
have a light snack that help them
focus during classes.

Canteens differ from public
to private schools or even from
one area to another, while the
Education  Ministry’s  health
inspection department is only
responsible of monitoring public
schools and the private ones
escape inspection.

“How does a student supposed
to remain alert for five or six
classes without eating anything
except sugars and artificial
flavors?,” wondered president

of the National Campaign for
Defending  Students’  Rights
(Thabahtoona) Fakher Daas.

Jihad Atiyeh, a mother of three
students, complained about the
quality of sandwiches sold at her
children’s school, noting that she
give them home-made sandwiches
each day to ensure they do not buy
the school ones.

However, eighth-grader
student, Hamzeh, said he leaves
school during the break period
and goes to a popular restaurant
near his school.

“Sandwiches sold in the canteen
are not delicious and prepared
before many hours,” he said.

Daas believes that the
difference  between students’
class and backgrounds is evident
in canteens, which -causes
embarrassment among them.

He stressed that this entrench
hatred among students and make
them feel unequal, a thing that
later affects the society as a whole.

The absence of inspection
on private schools led to the
domination of the business side
rather than service one inside
these institutions, according to
Thabahtoona coordinator.

On the other hand, public

schools canteens fill their shelves
with items paid by students as
shares to receive profits at the end
of each year.

Although students are the main
supporter of the canteens’ revenues
and the largest contributor to
its share, which each stands at
JDO0.100, profits are distribute
to many parties that do not
contribute to the shares, such as
the Education Ministry, and only
40% are provided to students as
stipulated by the ministry’s bylaw.

The ministry has announced
at the start o this year that will
disburse all the profits to each
school and invest them in carrying
out renovation works, helping
underprivileged and covering
some of the schools’ needs.

Meanwhile, director of
Madaba school health department,
Thaher Araj, said the ministry
strictly inspect schools’ adherence
not to sell items banned by the
ministry in the canteens, while
a team of inspectors checks on
canteen workers to ensure they
are free of diseases.

The banned items include
sweets and juice containing
artificial colors, soda and low
quality chips.

Students’ right to choose their specialization
IS the path for academic freedom

h)
Ttl'f By Ahmad Abu Hammad

A total of 200,000 students are

currently obtaining their bachelor
degree in Jordan, according to the
Ministry of Planning.

All these students finished the
Tawjihi (General Secondary Certificate
Examination) as the sole prerequisite
to enroll in universities that determines
their academic path.

In order to ensure integrity, the
state chooses students’ specializations
through the Unified Admission
Committee according to their grades.

However, the Tawjihi and the
commission cannot ensure that students
wish to work in the area of their study
after graduation.

Unrealistic measure

Student Amman Abu Raqiq scored
75% in the Tawjihi exam, which forced
him to enroll in a community collage to
study architecture and then bridge to
a university after passing the college’s
comprehensive exam.

Abu Ragqiq believes that the Tawjihi
should not determine the rest of a
person’s life as it does not consider
students’ scientific nor academic
abilities.

“I’m good at architectural drawings
and have obtained high degrees from
the college and university, but the

Tawjihi was injustice to my hobby in
drawing and architecture,” he said.

Abu Ragqiq also noted that the high
rate of cheating in the secondary exam
makes it unable to judge students’
ability with integrity.

Journalist Musaab Shawabkeh,
who conducted an investigative report
on cheating in the Tawjihi exam,
underlined that allowing students to
cheat in some areas and not the others
destroys its ability to measure students’
real abilities.

The high rate of cheating in the
national exam has prompted the
government to take several strict
measures this year, while their feasibility
can only be found after the results are
out.

Moreover, excluding art, innovative
and cultural subjects from the Tawjihi
limits students limits the ability to judge
students and their abilities, according
to member of the Jordan Teachers
Assocation’s central committee Zeyad
Hijazin, who stressed that this affects

their enrolled to universities via the
Unified Admission Commission.

Restrictions imposed on students
when choosing their specializations do
not end at their Tawjihi results, but
extend to their parents, who usually
force their children to enroll in certain
specializations under the pretext that
they are protecting their future.

Student Ahmad Yaghi, who earned
95% in the Tawjihi, says his score did
not ensure him a seat in the medical
faculty through competition, which
forced him to enroll in the Hashemite
University’s medical faculty under the
parallel program.

Yaghi was not interested in pursuing
medicine at first, but his parents and
surrounding society forced him to
choose it.

“I have always been more interested
in social sciences...,” he highlighted,
adding that his parents believed that
medicine will be more feasible for his
future.

Article 26 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights stipulated
that “parents have a prior right to
choose the kind of education that shall
be given to their children”.

Educational  researcher  Ribhi
Hamdan said that allowing students
to choose their academic, social and
professional path positively affect the
country’s development and prosperity.

Despite the importance of academic
freedom, the international conventions
and agreements have not tackled it
directly.
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Syrian students increase students’ crowdedness
Contradicting numbers between the education ministry, UNICEF
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By Ghadeer Saadi

Jordan has opened the door to
refugees to enroll in its public and
private schools out of respect of the
international conventions and its
regional and humanitarian role.

According to Education Minister
Mohammad Thneibat, the number of
Syrians studying in Jordanian schools
will increase to around 140,000 by the
end of this year.

He stressed that the current number
of Syrian students in schools “‘exceeds
Jordan’s capacity”, noting that the
number of students enrolled in schools
in refugee camps across the Kingdom
reached 115,000 at the beginning of
2014.

On the other hand, UNICEF figures
show that the number of Syrian refugees
in Jordan stood at nearly 521,000, of
whom 187,000 are in school age, of those
83,000 enrolled in government-run
school by September 2013.

Thneibat indicated that the cost of
providing education to Syrian students
reaches JD400 million a year, around
$600 million, while donor countries
cover 35% of the cost, leaving the rest
to Jordan to handle.

“The assistance provided to Jordan
from the international community
to enable it to offer Syrian refugees
education is very little,” the minister
highlighted.

In earlier remarks by Director
of Irbid’s education Department Ali
Momani he said the governorate’s
schools are extremely over-crowded due
to receiving 10,000 Syrian students.

He said the city of Irbid includes
174 public and private school, adding
that the government-run ones receive
85,000, while the private offer education
to 24,000.
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provided to the education sector in
the governorate is not enough, saying
that the Jordanian student alone cost
the country around JD1,000 a year
deducted from the state budget.

“Irbid needs at least 16 new schools
to meet the growing number of Syrian
students...,”” Momani noted.

Moreover, more than 18,000 Syrian
students study in the northeastern Badia
schools, of whom 15,000 are enrolled
in the Zaatari Refugee Camp schools,
while the rest in schools affiliated with
the Education Ministry.

Internationalorganization

UNESCO’s office in Amman

implements a 4.5 million-euro
programme funded by the EU to
support the quality of education and
improve the capabilities of Syrian

The project aims at aiding the
Kingdom to overcome challenges facing
the quality of education due to the influx
of Syrian refugees and enable them to
find work opportunities.

The EU has provided two grants to
Jordan valued at 40-million-euro, with
the first one, worth 30-million-euro,
was added to another grant to support
educational reform, raising the amount
of assistance targeting the sector to
63-million-euro.

UNICEF has also worked to provide
formal education to Syrian students by
establishing three schools at the Zaatari
Refugee Camp; the Bahraini, which
receives 5,000 students, while the second
offers education to 4,200 students and
the third to around 11,000.

The Japanese government has also
announced the donation of $1 million
to the agency in Jordan to respond to

total aid extended by Japan to nearly $8
million.

Moreover, the European
Commission, with both its development
and humanitarian arms, is considered
the third largest donor to the education
sector in Jordan, extending around
40-million —euro so far.

International conventions

Article 2 of the International

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
stipulates that each state party should
respect and ensure to all individuals
within its territory and subject to its
jurisdiction the rights recognized in the
present Covenant, without distinction
of any kind, such as race, color, sex,
language, religion, political or other
opinion, national or social origin,
property, birth or other status”.

The Convention on the Rights of the
Child includes 54 articles and a special
protocol that entail the rights of children
in all areas of life with respect to their
dignity and wellbeing through drawing
up standards related to their education,
health, social and legal services.

The Ministry of Education has
identified standards to enroll Syrian
students in local schools that include
those not registered in the UNCHR.
These students are accepted in public
and private schools without paying any
fees.

Syrian students who registered at
the agency inside refugee camps receive
educational services in cooperation with
international organizations.

As for those registered at the
UNCHR but reside outside camps, the
ministry receives them and gives them
one month grace period to continue the
enrollment procedures after registering
with the agency.

Donor countries are responsible
for paying the fees, books and other

Momani added the assistance

students and youth.

the needs of Syrian refugees, raising the

required costs for the latter category.
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By Ghadeer Saadi

Ministry of Education Mohammad Thneibat’s
remarks on the number of students who cannot
read and write have stirred controversies, while no
efforts exerted whatsoever to identify the cause of
the problem.

A nation-wide study conducted by the USAID
showed that around 100,000 students, or around
22% of the Kingdom’s pupils of the three first grades,
are incapable of reading Arabic or English letters.

The study also indicated that 38% of students
have never practiced reading in their homes, which
shows parents’ negligence, while those who did
demonstrated stronger abilities than their other
peers.

Under the survey, students were asked a number
of questions testing their understanding of the
Quran, in addition to other questions to assess their
comprehension.

Only 21% of the students were not able to read
any word from the Quran, and thus could not answer

Education Ministry changes curriculum to address “imbalances” in reading, math

any of the questions.

According to the study, only 14% of students
(70,000 out of 500,000) managed to read the words
correctly, while the average of words in the oral
reading is 19 per minute compared with the ideal 30
per minute.

To this effect, the Education Ministry had formed
a committee comprising a number of qualified
teachers and university professors to draw up a
preliminary applicable plan as soon as possible to
address the problem.

The panel has lately recommended changing the
curricula of the first three grades as of net year, while
preparing a plan to reform the education process
and establish a centre to train teachers of the grades
in question.

Despite efforts to obtain the details of the plan,
the ministry said it will hold a press conference soon
to announce it.

In remarks, the education minister said the
ministry has taken serious and practical measures
to develop the educational process and all its
components from teachers to students and the
curricula, stressing the need to start with the Arabic

language and math textbooks.

Thneibat unveiled plans to include kindergarten
in the compulsory years of education, a step that
would cost the country a JD160 million to establish
new schools and appoint new teachers.

He also indicated that the ministry needs around
450 schools at a cost of JD450 million during the
upcoming five years.

A teacher, who preferred anonymity, noted that
the ministry “does not” pay attention to the first
grades, which are considered the most important in
students’ lives.

Moreover, he cited teachers’ ‘“weakness” and
lack of training as a main reason behind the decline
in the quality of education among first graders.

The Jordan Teachers Association (JTA) has
issued a statement commenting on the results o
the USAID study, calling for announcing a state of
emergency in the education sector.

The syndicate described the situation as

“disastrous”, accusing the government of failing to
apply sound educational programs during the past
ten years.

The JTA recommended amending the curricula
and address overcrowdness of classes.
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The rights of persons
with disabilities in edu-
cation is still incomplete
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While the concerned organizations are
seeking to entrench the culture of education
for all, people with disabilities (PWD) still
suffer to obtain their “natural” rights.

Despite the continued efforts to support
citizens with disabilities, whose rights are
derived from the effective role they can play
in their respective communities, there are
many obstacles that stand in their way, mainly
due to the lack of basic services and suitable
infrastructure that would enable them to
move freely.

Article 3 of the Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities stipulates that
member countries should respect people with
disabilities’ inherent dignity and individual
autonomy, including the freedom to make
one’s own choices.

It also entails that individual with
disabilities shall be integrated into the society
and not be discriminated against.

Article 8 of the convention says that state
parties should adopt immediate, effective
and appropriate measures to raise awareness
on PWD rights and combat stereotypes,
prejudices and harmful practices towards to
them.

To this end, all segments of the society
should exert all possible means to help
students with disabilities and stand beside
them to overcome challenges they face in all
areas.

Education Ministry Spokesperson Ayman
Barakat said children with disabilities need
special care, explaining that some of whom
have learning difficulties, while other suffer
from visual or hearing impairments, autism,
attention deficit disorders or epilepsy.

He highlighted the ministry’s efforts to find
solutions that would help them, but noted that
the lack of resources hinder providing them
with best services in line with international
conventions Jordan had endorsed.

However, Barakat said the government has
established special care centres and initiated
programmes that aid students with disabilities.

Teacher Ahmad Abbadi underlined
challenges facing the country in this field,
noting that the “inadequate” infrastructure
is the main difficulty followed by incapable
teachers who need more training to develop
their skills in dealing with children with all
types of disabilities.

Ali Btoush, a father of a child with disability,
said that the main obstacle facing disabled
students is the lack of a curriculum designed
especially for them, stressing that some
students with disabilities possess academic
and scientific skills that distinguish them from
the other “normal” peers, but cannot find
an appropriate environment to unleash their
potentials.

The Education Ministry has established
ten schools in Amman, Makra, Rusaifa, Zarqa,
Irbid, Kura, Madaba, Karak and Tafileh
for students with disabilities, which provide
education to only 800 pupils, while the rest of
the country lack such schools.

This means that about 29,000 students
with disabilities are deprived of education,
according to director of the ministry’s special
education, Farid Khatib, who noted that there
are about 200 deaf students in these schools.
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Education in Jordan...free compulsory
education, pricy university fees
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Jordan has transformed from an
agriculture country in mid last century
to semi-industrial one.

Developments have continued to
take place, reaching a point where the
government expenditure on education
stands at 13% of the GDP.

The Jordanian Constitution
stipulates that all Jordanians shall
be equal before the law with no
discrimination between them as regards
to their rights and duties on grounds of
race, language or religion.

It also entails that the government
shall ensure work and education with
the limits of its possibilities, and it shall
ensure a state of tranquility and equal
opportunities to all citizens.

In addition, article 19 of the
Constitution says that ‘“congregations
shall have the right to establish and
maintain their own schools for the
education of their own members
provided that they comply with the
general provisions of the law and be
subject to the control of the government
in matters relating to their curricula and
orientation”.

Moreover, the Jordanian
Constitution and laws do not
discriminate between boys and girls in
terms of education enrollment, while
the compulsory education extends to ten
years, or up to agelS.

The Kingdom has endorsed
international conventions that stress the
right of obligatory and free-of-charge
education.

Education in international agreements

The International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
underlines that the right of education
enjoys a ‘“vital” importance as a civil
and political right.

Article 13 of the covenant entails that
state parties shall “recognize the right of
everyone to education” and agree that
education shall be directed to the full
development of the human personality
and the sense of its dignity, and shall
strengthen the respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms”.

In addition, it stipulated that member
countries shall recognize that education
enables all persons to participate
effectively in a free society, promote
understanding, tolerance and friendship
among all nations and all racial, ethnic
or religious groups, and further the
activities of the United Nations for the
maintenance of peace”.

Article 14 underlined that “each state
party to the present Covenant which, at
the time of becoming a Party, has not
been able to secure in its metropolitan
territory or other territories under
its jurisdiction compulsory primary
education, free of charge, undertakes,
within two years, to work out and adopt a
detailed plan of action for the progressive
implementation, within a reasonable
number of years, to be fixed in the plan,
of the principle of compulsory education
free of charge for all”.

Since 2002, His Majesty King
Abdullah has been paying schools’
minimal fees on behalf of students in
public schools, while a Royal Decree
was issued in 2011 exempting school
stationeries from taxes.

Jordan’s educational process in figures

The Education Ministry’s 2012
budget stood at around JD772.08 million,
11% of the total state budget, whereas
the government-run schools reached
3,486 across Jordan that include 73,613
teachers providing education to nearly
1.154 million students.

As for private schools, there are
about 2,478 schools that include 26,855
teachers and 406,327 students, while the
UNRWA schools stands at 173 with 4,457
teachers and 114,362 students.

The National Centre for Human
Rights has cited a number of challenges
facing the education sector in Jordan
in its ninth report on the human rights
status, mainly in relation to the shortage
of educational cadres, especially in male
teachers specialized in science, math,
physics, geology and English.

This has prompted the Education
Ministry to  provide university
scholarships to students willing to study
these specializations.

Challenges included schools that
have to operate on the two-shift system,
which receives 10% of students of

government schools, rented schools
buildings, whose number reaches 868
schools, mainly in Amman, Irbid and
Zarqa and the lack of financial resources
to accommodate the growing number of
Syrian students.

The vast majority of schools also lack
heating systems and suffer from poor
sanitation and adequate maintenance,
according to the centre, which also
showed a decline in the number of
students benefiting from the nutrition
program implemented in cooperation
with the Ministry of Planning.

Schools  dropouts remain a
phenomenon that needs to be addressed,
particularly in villages and areas located
in the southern and central Badia.

As for the private schools, the
centre documented several breaches
that violate teachers’ rights, mainly low
salaries and not paying them during
summer vacation, while a number of
schools refuse to give teachers maternity
leave.

Despite the importance of having
a teachers’ syndicate in principle, the
Jordan Teachers Association suffers
from many loopholes, such as not
engaging teachers in formulating the
curricula and not being allowed to have
a say in the Education Ministry’s policies.

Higher education

The higher education sector
in Jordan witnessed a noticeable
development during the last two decades,
accompanied by an increase in the
number of higher education institutions,
students and faculty members.

The number of universities
reached 32 in the Kingdom, of which 20
are private and two regional, while the
numner of students enrolled in higher
education institutions is estimated to
reach 236,000, including 28,000 from
Arab and foreign countries.

The Higher Education and Scientific
Research Law regulates the educational
process and adopts a strategy that focuses
on the need to entrench democracy in a
way that ensures academic freedom and
spread respect of other opinions, critical
thinking and innovation.



